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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on 1 1/5/2009 for 
Application No. 10564646. 

2. Applicant's arguments/ amendments with respect to pending claims 10 through 12 filed 
1 1/5/2009, have been fully considered but are not persuasive 

Applicant's Arguments 

3. Applicant's replacement drawings in figures 3, 4 and 5 overcome the previous office 
action's objection to the drawings. 

4. Applicant's cancelation of claims 1-9 and 13-20 overcome the previous office action's 
rejections and objections to claims 1-9 and 13-20. 

5. Applicant's arguments: 

a. That the cited prior art does not disclose episode memory and provides Mnemonic 
Guard presented in April 6, 2009 for this support. 

b. That the cited prior art does not disclose unwilling authentication signal used 
when user authentication is performed despite intention of the user. 

6. Applicant's arguments for claims 10-12 have been fully considered and are not 
persuasive. 

7. Examiner's response to applicant's arguments: 

a. As stated in the previous office action applicant in the specification page 18, 
teaches that episode memory is a type of long-term memory. Therefore if a password 
contains episode memory it is within the scope of long-term memory. Taguchi, column 4, 
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lines 33 through 39, teaches that the password contains elements of birthday, birthplace, 
acquaintances, alma mater year etc. . . These elements include episodes of people's lives 
such as acquaintances. Examiner is not relying on the reference "Mnemonic Guard" 
presented in April 6, 2009 since the date is not at the time of the invention. Examiner 
interpreted the claim language in light of the specification and what is considered 
commonly accepted terminology to arrive at the broadest but reasonable interpretation of 
the claim language.. 

b. In the applicant's specification on page 19, when the user information is 
constituted by two or more information units, one of the two information units can be 
used as an unwilling user authentication signal indicating that the user authentication is 
against the user's will, e.g., forcibly performing user authentication under threat. Moto 
Eitetsu teaches having multiple passwords for authenticating where a user may use an 
emergency password which triggers an emergency procedure if user is forced to 
authenticate but wishes not to authenticate using his normal non-distressed password. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Taguchi et 



al. (US patent # 7,065,786 B2) in view of Moto Eitetsu (JP 2002358418(A)). 
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As per claim 10, Taguchi discloses an individual authentication system using a recording 
medium, the recording medium being constituted by a memory function by using an electronic 
device in which a memory function is built, the memory function having functions of: 
registration information recording means which registers both user information including at least 
one information unit known by a user to be registered in authentication and non-user information 
including at least one information unit unknown by the user for user authentication in the 
recording medium in advance to record registration information; - Taguchi, column 1, lines 30 
through 42, password which is dependent on user is registered, column 9, line 40 time of data 
entry is compared and hence stored i.e. registered, the registered password is stored on a 
recording medium 

and access information recording means which record access information given the user, 
comprising an authentication computer having: access information comparison determining 
means which confirms, when a user candidate inputs access information, that the access 
information is the access information given to the user candidate in user authentication; 
registration presenting means which outputs the registration information recorded on the 
registration information recording means on the bases of generation of a confirmation signal 
from the access information determining means; user information determining means which 
compares input user information selected from the presented registration information with the 
recorded user information for authentication; - Taguchi, column 1, lines 30 through 42, password 
which is dependent on user is registered, column 9, line 40 time of data entry is compared and 
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hence stored i.e. registered, the registered password is stored on a recording medium, to compare 
the values the device will have access to the recording medium 

an authentication signal generating means which generates an authentication signal to the 
electronic device in which the recording medium is built on the bases of authentication 
determination of the user information determining means to permit the user to use the electronic 
device; - Taguchi, figure 8, password created by user selection is compared to registered 
information, if there is a match a match signal is outputted hence allowing access 

and wherein the user information is selected from an image in an episode memory of the 
user; -In the applicant specification page 18, episode memory is a type of long-term memory 
therefore if a password contains episode memory it contains long-term memory, Taguchi, 
column 4, lines 33 through 39, the password contain elements of birthday, birthplace, 
acquaintances, alma mater year etc. . . 

But Taguchi does not teach at least one of the user information is an information unit for 
unwilling authentication signal used when user authentication is performed despite the intention 
of the user. 

However Moto Eitetsu teaches one of the user information is an information unit for 
unwilling authentication signal used when user authentication is performed despite the intention 
of the user. - Moto Eitetsu, abstract, teaches having multiple passwords for authenticating where 
a user may use an emergency password which triggers an emergency procedure if user is forced 
to authenticate but wishes not to authenticate using his normal non-distressed password. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to modify the modify the 
password generation verification method of Taguchi with the emergency password verification 
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method of Moto Eitetsu since it would be desirable for some applications such as ATM machines 
to have an emergency password to use if the user is forced to authenticate unwillingly but desires 
a different outcome than there normal non-distressed authentication. 

As per claim 11, Taguchi in view of Moto Eitetsu discloses The individual authentication 
system using a recording medium according to claim 1 0, wherein the non-user information is 
non-user information synthesized on the basis of the user information. - Taguchi, column 1, lines 
30 through 42, password which is dependent on user is registered, column 9, line 40 time of data 
entry is compared and hence stored i.e. registered, the registered password is stored on a 
recording medium, the password is a combination of categories and the answers within the 
categories. Synthesized by definition means combining parts. Taguchi teaches a password which 
is combined of parts known to user and no known 

As per claim 12, Taguchi in view of Moto Eitetsu discloses The individual authentication 
system using a recording medium according to claim 10, wherein pieces of individual 
registration information and pieces of access information are held. -Taguchi, column 1, lines 30 
through 42, password which is dependent on user is registered, column 9, line 40 time of data 
entry is compared and hence stored i.e. registered, the registered password is stored on a 
recording medium 



Conclusion 
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10. Applicant's submission of an information disclosure statement under 37 CFR 1 .97(c) with 
the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) on 1/13/2006 prompted the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 609.04(b). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Simon Kanaan whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
3906. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 8:30 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the above noted Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's supervisor, Gilberto Barron, can be reached at the following telephone number: 
(571)272-3799. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
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from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions 
on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 

/SIMON KANAAN/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2432 



/Gilberto Barron Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2432 



